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Melvina Ama used his grant 
funds to help prepare a 
special graduation event for 
4th grade special education 
students



Melvin Ama also took his students on various field trips to help them 
develop social skills



Nicole Baer took 
first graders to 
Tanner’s Orchard 
for a hands-on 
experience with 
agriculture



Ferdinand De Jesus 
used his grant 
funds to set up the 
Trewyn Drone 
Exploration Club 
for middle school 
students



Trenton DeSantis 
took 4th graders 
to the Children’s 
Discovery 
Museum in 
Normal, IL



Kirianna Dryden used her grant money to allow her 
students to write and illustrate their own books



Christina Erwin 
bought recess 
equipment for 
Dr. C.T. Vivian 

students



Orianna Gilson used her grant funds to support The Young Alumni-
Student Engagement Conference at Woodruff



Stephanie 
Goldring brought 
6th graders to the 
Museum of 
Science & 
Industry in 
Chicago



Stephanie Gray 
used the grant 
funds to bring 
the Ron Clark 

Academy 
House System 
to Northmoor



Denyse Hagemann 
purchased 17 big 
books and a Write & 
Wipe Big Book Center 
for kindergarten 
students



Monica Hayes bought learning materials about the Dominican 
Republic to help students with biliteracy skills



Teri Hinrichsen 
took Manual 
students to 
Great Oaks 
Camp in 
Lacon, Illinois



Mary Keltner-King’s 
Reading Racers program 
at Valeska Hinton 
encouraged daily 
reading and increased 
accessibility of the 
lending library



Dr. Myskeshia Mitchell’s 
grant funded The Vape 
Free Toolkit Project, 
helping students cope 
with issues due to vaping



Suzanne Mullen 
brought 7th graders to 
the Blue Paradox 
exhibit at the Griffin 
Museum of Science 
& Industry in Chicago



Kathy Phillips 
used the grant 
money to expand 
the courtyard 
garden at Elise 
Ford Allen 
Academy



Meredith Popp purchased art materials for Peoria 
High students to use with the 7 Mindsets program



Joy Quezada bought 
merchandise with her 
grant money to 
encourage 
engagement with the 
Ron Clark Academy 
House System



Elizabeth Ridgley purchased materials to help children at Valeska 
Hinton develop math and science skills



Kathryn Rodolfi’s
grant project had 
Peoria High 
students develop 
employability skills 
such as cooking



Kevin Roecker used his 
grant funds to buy 

double boiler espresso 
machines so students 
can learn to prepare a 

variety of drinks



Valeska Hinton’s 
Red 2 classroom 
bought puppets 
and other props to 
help children 
express 
themselves and 
retell stories 
they’ve read



Andy Sea took 6th

grade students to 
the Challenger 
Learning Center in 
Normal, Illinois



Whittier teachers purchased phonics tile sets and other 
materials to help with literacy instruction



Kimberly Thomas 
purchased 
materials that 
allowed students 
to use their math 
skills to build 
“geobread” 
houses



Debracca Williams-Hangen used her funding to take 
preschoolers to Elevate Trampoline Park
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